
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1458 March 2, 2011 
fought to gain American independence. 
Theirs is a rich history, filled with pa-
triotism, self-sacrifice, and a dedica-
tion to education. For decades, the 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
has sponsored scholarships and sup-
ported schools for the underprivileged. 
Their support has aided construction 
and the preservation of dozens of now 
historic locations around the country. 
Their scholarships have provided thou-
sands with the opportunity to attend 
institutes of higher education. Their 
outreach programs recognize and en-
courage service to their country and to 
their communities; and on March 15, 
the John Houstoun chapter of the Na-
tional Society of Daughters of the 
American Revolution will observe its 
100th anniversary in the city of 
Thomaston, Georgia. 

Mr. Speaker, I come to the House 
floor today to celebrate, with the 
Houstoun chapter, 100 years of service 
to the great State of Georgia. 

For a group devoted to the promotion 
of American history, it is with great 
pleasure that I am able to honor the 
years of education, historic preserva-
tion, patriotism, and service that the 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
has selflessly given to this great coun-
try. 

They trace their heritage back to the 
very men and women who fought for 
American independence from British 
tyranny. Each member must prove 
blood relation to a Revolution Patriot, 
and throughout the years, a vast col-
lection of family histories has been 
compiled and preserved for our chil-
dren and our grandchildren to appre-
ciate. With the motto ‘‘God, home, and 
country,’’ this nonprofit and nonpoliti-
cally aligned organization has posi-
tively impacted hundreds of thousands 
of lives. 

I am very proud to represent several 
National Society of Daughters of the 
American Revolution chapters in the 
Third Congressional District of Geor-
gia. I know Thomaston, Georgia, is es-
pecially grateful for the Houstoun 
chapter’s presence in their community, 
and so am I. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS CRISIS IN PUERTO 
RICO: FIRST AMENDMENT UNDER 
SIEGE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, 2 
weeks ago, I spoke about a serious 
problem in Puerto Rico. The problem is 
the systematic effort by the ruling 
party to deny the right of the people to 
speak freely, to criticize their govern-
ment openly, and to make their voices 
heard. 

I talked about student protests that 
have been met with resistance by the 
Puerto Rico police. I talked about 
closed meetings of the legislature and 
about the efforts to silence and destroy 
the local bar association. 

I was not the first to speak about it, 
and I could have said much more. This 

report, entitled ‘‘Human Rights Crisis 
in Puerto Rico: First Amendment 
Under Siege’’ is searing. 
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It details the complaints of students, 
legislators, the press and the general 
public who were beaten, and pepper- 
sprayed by police; female students who 
were treated with gross disrespect; and 
the government’s overreaction to dem-
onstrations at the university and at 
the capitol over budget cuts and lay-
offs. 

This next picture, this is the capitol 
in San Juan, Puerto Rico, surrounded 
by riot police as people attempted to 
gain entrance to the same assembly as 
this one here today, and this is how 
they were met by the police. This is 
how the police dealt with protesters. 

The images of police tactics and be-
havior in these photos explain why our 
Department of Justice is investigating 
the Puerto Rican police for excessive 
force and unconstitutional searches as 
we speak today. How could you see 
these images and not speak out? I was 
hardly the first to speak out about 
these matters, and I probably won’t be 
the last. Here it is, the Daily Sun in 
Puerto Rico, ‘‘Sticks versus speech.’’ 

As a Member of Congress, it is more 
than my right, it is my obligation to 
speak out when fundamental freedoms 
are attacked. And what was the re-
sponse to my free speech defending the 
right of the Puerto Rican people to be 
heard? It was to challenge my right to 
be heard here in the halls of Congress. 
The Resident Commissioner of Puerto 
Rico said in this very body that he is 
the only one authorized to speak about 
Puerto Rico at any time. 

This week, the Puerto Rican Legisla-
ture debated a resolution of censure— 
yes, censure—condemning me for 
speaking out against these very abuses. 
A leading member of the ruling party 
even said, GUTIERREZ wasn’t born in 
Puerto Rico, his kids weren’t born in 
Puerto Rico. GUTIERREZ doesn’t plan to 
die and be buried in Puerto Rico, so 
GUTIERREZ doesn’t have the right to 
speak about Puerto Rico. 

Well, let me tell you something, if 
you see injustice anywhere, it is not 
only your right but your duty to speak 
about it. We don’t speak about injus-
tice or apartheid or human rights 
abuses or the denial of rights of women 
in places around the world because we 
ourselves were born there. That would 
be silly. Where we see injustice we 
speak out because it is the right thing 
to do. 

Ironically, by questioning my right 
to speak out on behalf of free speech, 
they have made my point crystal clear. 
By challenging my free speech, they 
have amplified the words of my 5- 
minute speech more than if I had spo-
ken for 5 hours. 

And it is their right, my critics have 
the right of free speech even as they 
deny the same right to others, but I 
want them to understand this: Your ef-
forts to silence me—just as your efforts 

to silence so many in Puerto Rico who 
disagree with your government—will 
fail, just as every effort to blockade 
progress only makes the march toward 
justice more powerful and swift. 

I may not be Puerto Rican enough 
for some people, but I know this: No-
where on Earth will you find a people 
harder to silence than Puerto Ricans. 
You won’t locate my love for Puerto 
Rico on my birth certificate or on my 
driver’s license or on my children’s 
birth certificate or any other piece of 
paper. My love for Puerto Rico is right 
here in my heart, a heart that beats 
with our history and our language and 
our heroes, a place where, when I 
moved there as a teenager, people 
talked and argued and debated because 
we care deeply about our island and its 
future. That is still true today. That 
freedom is still beating in the hearts of 
university students, working men and 
women, labor leaders, lawyers and en-
vironmentalists, and every person who 
believes in free speech. You will not si-
lence them, and you will not silence 
me. 

Abraham Lincoln, a leader who val-
ued freedom above all else, said, 
‘‘Those who deny freedom to others de-
serve it not for themselves.’’ It’s good 
advice, and I hope the leaders of Puerto 
Rico take it. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to enter 
the ACLU report titled ‘‘Human Rights 
Crisis in Puerto Rico: First Amend-
ment Under Siege’’ into the RECORD, as 
well as a statement by the president of 
the Service Employees International 
Union and the essay, ‘‘Exposing the 
Shadows of Civil Rights in Puerto 
Rico’’ by the National Puerto Rican 
Coalition. 
HUMAN RIGHTS CRISIS IN PUERTO RICO; FIRST 

AMENDMENT UNDER SIEGE 
(By the American Civil Liberties Union of 

Puerto Rico National Chapter) 
While the world celebrates the democratic 

revolution in Egypt, major violations of 
basic human rights are occurring in our own 
backyard. Since Governor of Puerto Rico 
Luis Fortuño came into power two years 
ago, free speech has been under all out as-
sault. The following events have taken place 
recently: 

Thousands of public workers have been laid 
off and had their union contracts termi-
nated, leading to tens of thousands of people 
peacefully protesting over the past year. One 
event turned out over 100,000 peaceful 
protestors and while in NYC hundreds 
marched on May Day, in Puerto Rico May 
Day turned out an estimated 30,000 citizens. 

At a protest at the steps of the Capital 
Building over the closing of access to legisla-
tive sessions, access that is constitutionally 
mandated, protesters were beaten merci-
lessly, pepper sprayed and shot at by Puerto 
Rico Police. The same has occurred at other 
locations. 

At most events young women are the first 
to be targeted for police violence. At the 
University of Puerto Rico, female students, 
many of whom were beaten, were also sexu-
ally harassed, groped and assaulted (touched) 
by police. Students have been mercilessly 
beaten, maced and shot at with rubber bul-
lets. Citizens have accused, which images 
captured confirm, police of applying torture 
techniques on immobilized student pro-
testers. In the past two years, there have 
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been several riots at protests in and around 
the University of Puerto Rico. Many pro-
testers have accused the police of causing 
the riots, which some videos also seem to 
confirm. 

Since taking the oath of office, the current 
administration, which owns all three 
branches of government, has set out to quash 
Freedom of Expression. In Puerto Rico, Ex-
pression has been in the form of protests 
against government policies, such as the fir-
ing of approximately 26,000 workers in total, 
privatizing government, closing off access to 
public information and legislative sessions, 
attempting to close down the university FM 
radio station during periods of civil unrest 
and going after the Puerto Rico Bar Associa-
tion, which was a mandatory integrated Bar 
and is Puerto Rico’s oldest institution. The 
171 year old Puerto Rico Bar Association 
(Colegio de Abogados de Puerto Rico) has 
historically been a known focal point for lib-
eral dissent against government policies. 

Puerto Rico Governor Fortuño, who is con-
sidered a rising star in the Republic Party, 
has publicly committed to not allowing what 
he calls ‘‘extreme left’’ protests and expres-
sion. On Friday, February 11, 2011, Governor 
Fortuño spoke about his administration’s 
policies while speaking at a Conservative Po-
litical Action Conference of the American 
Conservative Union (ACU) in Washington, 
DC, an activity attended by members of the 
National Rifle Association, the Tea Party 
and the John Birch Society. 

At the University of Puerto Rico all forms 
of expression have been prohibited, through 
a Resolution issued by UPR Chancellor Ana 
Guadalupe; a resolution which Governor Luis 
Fortuño ordered armed police officers to en-
force. On Wednesday, February 9, 2011, a 
group of students participated in civil dis-
obedience on campus, consisting of a paint- 
in. During the paint-in, students peacefully 
and without interrupting the educational 
process painted messages of protest in a lim-
ited area of the street at the front of the 
main library, in defiance of the Chancellor’s 
absolute prohibition on any form of protest. 
Students immediately came under extreme 
physical and violent attack by members of 
the police force’s elite and heavily armed 
SWAT and Riot Squad teams. 

While the ACLU is looking to file charges 
on Human Rights violations and evaluating 
other legal options, the Puerto Rico Daily 
Sun, a conservative English language news-
paper, published a damming editorial in 
which it called for the resignation of the uni-
versity’s president, chancellors and the 
Board of Trustees. On Friday, February 11, 
2011, President Ramon De la Torres’ resigna-
tion was unanimously accepted by the Board 
of Trustees. However, the Board Chairperson, 
Ygrı́ Rivera, immediately stated that she 
will not be removing armed Puerto Rico Po-
lice officers from the University of Puerto 
Rico campus. 

In its editorial, the Puerto Rico Daily Sun, 
stated that ‘‘[t]he indiscriminate aggression 
of police riot squads against students, who 
are exercising their constitutional rights in 
public areas without interfering with any 
academic or administrative activity, is a 
gross violation of their rights and an act 
comparable only to the acts of the dictator-
ships we all denounce and reject’’. The Daily 
Sun added that ‘‘[w]e do not want this new 
order, neither for our university, the Capitol, 
La Fortaleza or our neighborhoods. We reject 
it with all our might, Exercising our freedom 
of speech, or freedom of association, is not a 
crime’’. 

As we say in Puerto Rico, ‘‘mas claro no 
canta un gallo’’ (it could not have been more 
clearly stated). 

On Sunday, February 12, 2011, just four 
days after students were mercilessly beaten 

by Puerto Rico Police agents, over 10,000 
alumnus, parents, grandparents, family 
members and other citizens took to the 
streets and marched over to reclaim the UPR 
campus, demanding that the PRPD be imme-
diately ordered off campus. 

See news video: http://www.primer 
ahora.com/milesseunencontralacuotayla 
invasionpoliciacaenlaupr-474118.html. 

In addition to the debacle and related vio-
lence at the University of Puerto Rico, in 
the past two years legislation has been 
passed that would prohibit protests at con-
struction sites and most recently at any gov-
ernment building that renders educational 
services and other locations rendering gov-
ernment services, under penalty of criminal 
prosecution. 

The Puerto Rico Bar Association was re-
cently de-certified through legislation which 
the governor signed into law, which all but 
shut down operations. Several lawyers 
aligned with the views of the current admin-
istration pushed for de-certification and had 
previously sued the Bar Association in fed-
eral court alleging that the Bar was forcing 
them to purchase an unwanted insurance 
policy; its $78.00 per year cost was paid from 
Bar Association dues. Bar members were 
never informed of the particulars of the law-
suit and Federal Judge José Antonio Fusté 
issued a GAG order prohibiting the disclo-
sure of important aspects of the case to Bar 
class members. 

The Puerto Rico Bar Association is not 
being allowed to inform and counsel Bar 
members about their right to opt out of the 
lawsuit. Thousands of lawyers are not even 
sure why they are a part of this lawsuit. It 
is believed that an English language notice 
on the right to opt out of the lawsuit may 
not be sufficient guarantee that Bar mem-
bers will fully understand the ramifications 
of their actions. Many members of the Bar 
have limited English skills, particularly law-
yers in the smaller and rural towns. 

The newly elected President of the now 
voluntary Puerto Rico Bar Association 
(Colegio de Abogados de Puerto Rico), 
Osvaldo Toledo, was jailed on Friday, Feb-
ruary 11, 2011, at a federal detention center 
in Puerto Rico, where he remains on con-
tempt of a court charges for refusing to pay 
a $10,000 fine imposed on him for having 
counseled Bar members who insist that they 
have a right to know the particulars of the 
suit and procedure for opting out. 

Federal Judge José Antonio Fusté’s GAG 
order extends not only to the President of 
the Puerto Rico Bar Association, but also 
board members, administrators, agents and 
servants. The Executive Director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union in Puerto 
Rico, William Ramirez, had previously been 
warned by the Bar that he may not be able 
to speak out against what is held to be an in-
justice and First Amendment infringement. 
Speaking out in defiance of the federal court 
order may result in the arrest of anyone cov-
ered by the court’s GAG order and further 
fines imposed against the Puerto Rico Bar 
Association. 

After studying the court’s order, we at the 
ACLU do not, at this time, believe that the 
federal court order reaches class members or 
other members of the Bar, including the staff 
and cooperating attorneys of the ACLU in 
Puerto Rico. However, we do believe the 
order to be unjust and believe it should be 
set aside. 

The ACLU will continue to fight for the 
right to free speech and peaceful assembly in 
Puerto Rico and fully intends to take on any 
challenges that it may face. 

SEIU CALLS FOR CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGA-
TION OF PUERTO RICO RIOT POLICE ACTION 
WASHINGTON, DC.—Mary Kay Henry, Presi-

dent of the Service Employees International 

Union (SEIU), issued this statement today 
concerning the actions of the Puerto Rico 
Riot Squad in response to a non-violent pro-
test led by university students at Puerto 
Rico’s Capitol in San Juan on Wednesday, 
June 30. 

‘‘The right of individuals to openly and 
freely voice their dissent forms the founda-
tion of a responsive, vibrant democracy. As 
working men and women throughout the is-
land of Puerto Rico have shared their first- 
hand reports of the events that took place at 
the Capitol this week, we are deeply con-
cerned that the actions of the police, and of 
the Puerto Rican government, were driven to 
stifle and repress the voices of these univer-
sity students and citizens. 

‘‘What is even more troubling—the govern-
ment’s questionable use of force and the in-
timidation of citizens appear to be esca-
lating on the island and no one is immune: 
journalists, gay men and women, our union 
brothers and sisters, and activists from 
every field who seek to make their voices 
heard and improve their lives and their com-
munities. 

‘‘I am certain that many members of the 
U.S. media and many leaders in Washington 
are completely unaware of the disturbing 
events that took place Wednesday. I pledge 
that the more than 2.2 million members of 
SEIU, many of whom live in or were born in 
Puerto Rico, will change this by speaking 
out on behalf of the rights of the citizens of 
this island and calling upon their elected 
representative in Congress to fully inves-
tigate the events of June 30. 

‘‘When the lives and livelihoods of the peo-
ple of Vieques were threatened by U.S. Naval 
bombing, SEIU members throughout Puerto 
Rico, the U.S. and Canada helped share their 
struggle to the international community. 
Today, we stand ready to do this once again 
and join our hearts and voices in service to 
the people of Puerto Rico. 

‘‘To the university students and their fam-
ilies, and to all who are fighting for democ-
racy and equality for all the citizens of Puer-
to Rico, know that we stand with you, and 
you are not alone.’’ 

[From Capital Wire PR, Mar. 1, 2011] 

OP ED: EXPOSING THE SHADOWS OF CIVIL 
RIGHTS IN PUERTO RICO 

(By Rafael A. Fantauzzi) 

WASHINGTON, DC.—I find it peculiar how we 
Puerto Ricans continuously complain about 
our lack of voice and power in Congress, but 
when any Island issue is discussed on the 
floor someone always jumps at the oppor-
tunity to cry foul. As a collective, we all 
should praise the efforts by any Member of 
Congress to elevate our issues in the halls of 
democracy. Freedom of speech is paramount 
to our democracy, but the approach that if 
you are not one hundred percent with me 
then you are against me has destroyed our 
ability to collaborate and improve the eco-
nomic and social stability of our people. 

I assume that in a moment of frustration 
and courage on February 16th Congressman 
Luis Gutierrez (D–Illinois) answered the call 
to leadership by denouncing the most recent 
civil rights violations that occurred at the 
University of Puerto Rico and the abuse of 
power by federal Judge Fusté in helping dis-
mantle the Puerto Rican Bar Association. I 
have not spoken with Congressman Gutierrez 
about his action or intentions, but anytime 
a Member of Congress brings to the floor the 
issues of my people, I see a glimmer of hope. 
Unfortunately, his delivery generated an 
overreaction by supporters of the local gov-
ernment which in response spun his decry by 
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engaging in cultural divisiveness and the al-
ways dynamic political rhetoric. I believe 
that Congressman Gutierrez had the right to 
denounce the violations for the following 
three reasons: (a) anyone of Puerto Rican de-
scent or with family alive or deceased on the 
Island should care about their people; (b) 
given the fact that around 46 percent of the 
population depends on federal assistance, 
any American that pays federal taxes is a 
shareholder for the well-being of the people 
of the territories; (c) lastly, any member of 
the human race has the right to denounce 
negligent human treatment, as we are doing 
for Libya. 

It is disappointing when politically biased 
commentaries like the ones made by Mr. 
Rafael Rodriguez on his recent op-ed calling 
Congressman Gutierrez ‘‘a paradoxical ob-
structionist’’ are made. I believe Congress-
man Gutierrez was trying to shed some light 
on the dark shadows of social deterioration 
that our people are facing. This social dete-
rioration is the result of desperation and fear 
that plagues our people. It is said that in 
Puerto Rico you cannot live, you can only 
survive (unless you are part of an elite that 
controls the political and economic chan-
nels). It is this elite that believe they have 
the right to dictate what the people want or 
need. It is this elite that hide behind the face 
of congressional processes to manipulate the 
political outlook of the Island. It is this elite 
that engage in manipulating the information 
instead of exposing the truth and generating 
trust. It is this elite that continues to en-
large the gap between Puerto Ricans on the 
mainland and those that remain on the Is-
land. It is this elite that call those who are 
trying to defend the true elements of democ-
racy and human respect obstructionist. 

The issues of the Americans in Puerto Rico 
and the territories are continuously over-
looked by the congressional collective. Even 
Presidents neglect to mention the people of 
the territories in their State of the Union 
speeches. So we are very hypersensitive 
about our place in the world, which in turn 
fuels the political philosophy frenzy that has 
become our white whale, the status of the Is-
land. Although I have my own personal phi-
losophy for the Island, I’m bound to protect 
the neutral integrity of the organization 
that represents the voice of the entire com-
munity inside the beltway. It is our mission 
to enhance the social and economic well- 
being of our 8 million plus constituents and 
nothing is more divisive than the status 
issues. We are in favor of a fair and execut-
able process for self determination, and we 
also believe that for that process to be legiti-
mate we have a principled responsibility to 
act civilized and respect all views. Change 
can only be accomplished when trust is at 
the core. 

As the future of our Island we call on all 
students, educators, and administrators to 
hold each other to a higher standard. Re-
spect those that want to express their frus-
trations and protect those that want to exer-
cise their right to an education. To all local 
government institutions, we encourage dia-
logue, tolerance, professionalism, and per-
sonal restraint; for it is your duty to protect 
a functioning society. To our elected offi-
cials, engage in integrative processes for the 
benefit of your constituents and not for per-
sonal political gain. Only then will we be 
able to call ourselves both American citizens 
and responsible citizens of the world. 
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HONORING KARMA GAETANO 
HADJIMICHALAKIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Washington (Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS) 
for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise this morning to recog-
nize Karma Hadjimichalakis. 

Up until recently, Karma was the 
principal lecturer in business econom-
ics and finance at the University of 
Washington Foster School of Business. 
She was the faculty director of the Pa-
cific Rim Bankers Program, and she 
was the Evert McCabe Faculty Fellow. 
She was also my professor while I was 
earning my Executive MBA. 

Last Monday, February 21, Karma 
passed away after a long illness, and as 
her student, I wanted to acknowledge 
her incredible accomplishments, both 
professional and personal, over the 
course of an extraordinary life. 

Born on January 21, 1944 in Utica, 
New York, Karma was educated at 
nearby Elmira College and earned mas-
ter’s and doctorate degrees at the Uni-
versity of Rochester. She joined the 
faculty at the University of Wash-
ington in 1970, initially in the depart-
ment of economics, and then at the 
Foster School of Business. 

The turning point in her career was a 
2-year stint as Visiting Economist at 
the Federal Reserve Board from 1980 to 
1982. In her work with the banking sec-
tion of the Fed’s Division of Research 
and Statistics, Karma developed the 
ability to provide penetrating analysis 
that paints an accurate assessment of 
the current economic situation. In 
other words, she learned to find mean-
ing in the disparate data. 

Karma’s time at the Fed also led her 
to realize that teaching was her true 
calling. She returned to the University 
of Washington with a new insider’s ex-
pertise in the inner workings of the 
Federal Reserve System and monetary 
policy, and she spent the next 3 years 
applying her economic knowledge with 
wonderful results. 

Karma won more than 45 major 
teaching awards at the Foster School, 
including the first PACCAR Award for 
Excellence in Teaching, the school’s 
highest faculty honor. Her twice-an-
nual economic forecast lectures be-
came a standing-room-only tradition. 
And her 1995 textbook, ‘‘Contemporary 
Money, Banking and Financial Mar-
kets: Theory and Practice,’’ co-au-
thored with her husband, Michael 
Hadjimichalakis, became an influential 
classic. 

Former students universally spoke of 
themselves as ‘‘privileged’’ and 
‘‘blessed’’ to have had the opportunity 
to study under Karma. They told of her 
ability to decipher data with real-life 
examples to make macroeconomics fas-
cinating, even fun. They spoke of her 
profound impact on their lives. As one 
of Karma’s students, class of 2002, I 
wanted to add my own testimony to 
her impact. 

When I was a student, learning under 
an experienced and dedicated professor 
such as Karma was one of the best 
parts of the University of Washington’s 
eMBA program. In all of her classes, 
Karma went above and beyond the call 
of duty, not just to present the course 

material, but to make herself available 
to us outside of the classroom, to an-
swer our questions and ensure our un-
derstanding and application of the 
course work. She challenged my study 
of economics and how to craft success-
ful public policies in a free market 
economy. Quite simply, they don’t 
come any better. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today 
in recognizing Karma Hadjimichalakis 
for her four decades of excellent teach-
ing, communicating knowledge with 
absolute generosity, boundless energy, 
and endearing warmth. Karma’s impact 
on thousands of students will endure 
for decades and in ways we will never 
completely know. And she will always 
have a special place in my heart. 

f 

ATTACK ON MIDDLE CLASS 
AMERICANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to highlight a 
very serious and dangerous attack on 
middle class Americans being waged by 
the Republicans in the Congress and in 
Statehouses across the country. 

The Wisconsin Governor’s assault on 
public employees is getting most of the 
media attention, but it is just one of 
the fronts of the extreme right wing 
and anti-worker agenda trying to be 
carried out in this country. In fact, 
there is a well-financed and coordi-
nated national attack against working 
families and the unions that they may 
belong to, the goal of which is to take 
away power from the middle class and 
give it to the wealthy special interests 
that have backed Republicans in their 
elections. 

Here is how it is playing out: The Re-
publicans are taking a real problem, a 
serious problem—budget deficits and 
long-term debt in this country—and 
they are assigning to it a fake cause. 
Under the guise of cutting deficits they 
say that working people’s union rights 
and workplace protections must be 
eliminated. In fact, this attack against 
working people is designed to remove 
the vital check on special interest cor-
porate power from overrunning our de-
mocracy. 

This is an extreme agenda that they 
have always pursued, but they are now 
using their newfound political power to 
relaunch the attacks, to attack the 
guarantee to a decent wage, to attack 
the rights to ensure a safe workplace 
so when the workers leave home in the 
morning they know they will return 
safely at night. 

b 1020 
They attack the rights to have access 

to affordable health care and secure re-
tirement. And yes, they’re even attack-
ing the rights of working people to join 
together to bargain for a better life and 
better conditions in the workplace. 

So at the same time that the Gov-
ernors of Wisconsin, Ohio, Indiana, and 
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